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WELCOME TO THE LATEST EDITION

Spring has sprung and we're all
getting ready for summer.

This month, on pages 2&3 we look
at ways to get your home
summer ready; inside and out.
Meanwhile, on pages 4&5 we look
at some fantastic long-haul family
friendly holiday options.

It doesn't feel like five-minutes
since the Easter Holidays, and
now we're up to half-term again!
On pages 8&9 we look at how to
keep your kids entertained while
not even leaving the house. On
page 7 we delve into screen-free
week, and how it can help
grown-ups de-stress. Talking
about stress, on page 6 we show
you how to take the stress out of
installing fresh skirting boards in
your home.

2 PROPERTY NEWS

With the hotter weather
returning, and the chance for us
all to get out into our gardens, on
pages 12&13 we look at the best
hot tubs you can buy as well as
the ultimate BBQ marinade
recipes for cooking for your family
and friends. We also have your
monthly gardening guide, as well
as a preview of the run-in for the
Premier League.

So grab a glass of vino, sit in your
garden, and enjoy this month's
magazine.

Jonathan Wheatley
Editor

" 4

s glorious summer days swiftly
approach, many of us will be left
feeling overwhelmed at the prospect
of getting our homes ready for the hotter
period. Following the cold winter months,
some homes may be looking a little bit worse
for wear and needing some sprucing before
we can host get-togethers and big occasions
to celebrate the beautiful upcoming weather.
Follow these simple tips to get your house
ready for the most beautiful time of the year.

One of the first pieces of preparation you
should do is to check all the detectors in your
home are in good working order.

Smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
detectors are literal lifesavers and ensuring
they are in good working order should be a
priority. You should also make sure to switch
the rotation of your ceiling fans. During the
warmer months, ceiling fans should be set to
spin counter clockwise. This will then see cool
air blown downwards and throughout the
room, while also drawing moisture out of the
air to drop the overall temperature.
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' GET YOUR HOME
READY FOR SUMMER

There are plenty of changes you can make both inside and out

Flies ‘f&-ﬁ";

SHINY WINDOWS ARE

THE WAY FORWARD

Windows go through a lot over the winter months.
Rain, snow, sleet and wind would have all pelted
your home'’s windows. This means when it comes
to the spring and summer time, your windows
have been through a bit of a bashing, so it is time
for a good clean. Afterall, why spoil the glorious
views of blossoming nature by looking through
smudged and dirty windows? Start by grabbing a
microfibre or paper cloth to remove any dust. Then
use warm water with washing-up liquid and a soft
white cloth to wipe the windows down. To leave
your window looking that bit extra sparkly, you
could spray one part distilled white vinegar to 10
parts warm water onto a cloth and rub down the
window at the end.

BRING THE OUTSIDE IN

WHEN REDECORATING

You may decide to move your home around
slightly as we head into the summer months. If
you are redecorating, you could introduce a
snapshot of the beauty of nature that is growing
outside using houseplants. It is well-documented
that houseplants can lift the mood of those living
in the home and they also act as a stunning accent
or feature in a space. Take a trip to your local
garden centre or major supermarket to browse the
wide selection of houseplants that are available.

GETYOUR GARDEN

LOOKING FANTASTIC

One of the best features of the summer is the
stunning weather that will cover the country, even

if this is only for a couple of days. There are few
things as British as squeezing as much sunny fun
into the handful of blistering days we get each
year. To make sure you are ready to make the most
of those eagerly anticipated sunny days, get your
garden into shape for hosting now. Whether
planning big family barbecues or looking to just
have a handful of friends round for some drinks,
you will want your garden to look welcoming. To
do this, give your lawn a bit of care and attention
by removing any common weeds and give the
area a good mow. When cutting the grass, make
sure the height is no lower than 1 cm as being too
short will leave the area looking unhealthy.

DEEP CLEAN THE BARBECUE

As previously stated, many of us will be heading
outside for family gatherings when the weather is
looking fine. The centre point of one of these
gatherings could well be the barbecue. After being
stored away and out of use for many months, you
should make sure your barbecue is in working
order. While many will give their barbecue a good
clean after every use, as they should, a deep clean
ahead of the summer is a brilliant idea. To do this,
turn the heat up as high as it will go and keep the
hood closed. After about 10 minutes, open up the
lid and scrape the grates using a metal grill brush.
Then move onto the outside grill box, which you
should empty and wash out using warm and
soapy water. If there is any tough-to-move grime
or burnt food lingering on your barbecue, you can
use specialist cleaning products.
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Barbecue season is nearly here, but how can you make sure your food offerings really stick out this year?

By perfecting marinades, you can get your food tasting delicious in no time and leave your guests coming back for more.
Here are a handful of mouth-watering marinades you can make from home.

TERIYAKI SAUCE

Teriyaki sauce is an incredibly popular choice of marinade for a
plethg ) ding chicken, beef and lamb.
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It is all looking very good for a London |
side in red at the moment
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finished second twice, in 2021/2022 and 2018/
2019, and won the Champions League in 2019.

Others sides fancied to compete for this
year's title were Chelsea, buoyed by a raft of
new signings thanks to new American owner
Todd Boehly, as well as fellow London sides
Tottenham and Arsenal.

DING THEWAY SO FAR?
Xperts would have predicted
ders in the Premier League
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31 so far, with only three losses to their name.

WHO ARE THE CONTENDERS?

With Arsenal flying high, football fans will be
looking to the closest team to them to add
some drama and intrigue to proceedings

in the weeks ahead. Pre-season favourites
Pre-season favourites Manchester City are
currently second, with 22 wins and four draws
in 30 fixtures.

has taken to the Premier League like a duck to
water, with 32 goals, which is nine more than
second place Harry Kane.

Third place is currently Manchester United,
who find themselves 15 points adrift of
Arsenal, with a game in hand.

The Red Devils have blown hot and cold so
far, but have performed admirably under the
command of new manager, Erik Ten Hag.
Completing the top four is yet another
surprise package, in Newcastle United.
The Magpies are flying high, boasting an
incredibly impressive defence, built by
manager Eddie Howe.

sitting in first, Manc
City are actually the bookies
favourites to claim their third
straight Premier League
title.

The current top four are
currently favoured to
retain their positions, in
Manchester City, Arsenal,
Manchester United a%d
Newcaftle United.

+  WHAT KEY DATES
ARE LEFT?
Despite there only being a
handful of games remaining to
be played this season, there are a
number of important fixtures.

A massive fixture will take place
on April 26, when Arsenal travel to
Manchester to take on Manchester City.

If both sides continue to match each other’'s
results, Manchester City would overtake




‘ ‘ De-cluttering
allows you to..
maximise your space,
emotionally prepare
you to move, and will
allow you to focus
your buyers on what is

important , ,

Present your house for
sale by de-cluttering...

Maximise your home’s potential and
create spacious rooms enticing potential
buyers - simply by de-cluttering!

f you are looking to sell your

house, or have had your home

on the market for a while now,
then you probably want to get
the maximum sale price in the
quickest time. There are a few
things you can’t control - but
the one thing that is in your
control, is the look and feel of
the interior and exterior.

While it's worth spending time
fixing and cleaning your house
before potential buyers come
and view, it’s also important

to de-clutter. This creates
spacious rooms and also allows
you to decrease and organise
your personal items before you
move yourself. Of course it’s
understandable that you don’t
to want spend money, time
and energy on a home you

are about to leave, however, a
lot of people are looking for a
house in which they can move
straight into. Maintaining your

property might even save you
thousands of pounds; it could
even reduce added expenses
of living in your home whilst
waiting for a sale. And it might
even help avoid possible
reductions in the asking price.

The main reason in which
people move house tends to
be because they lack space in
their current home. They want
a home that is spacious and

in which they can grow into.

If a potential viewer comes to
your home and sees that there
is lack of space, then this will
turn them away.

De-cluttering allows you to
remove any unnecessary items
in an untidy or overcrowded
place. It will help maximise
your space, emotionally
prepare you to move, and will
allow you to focus your buyers
on what is important.



So where should
you start?

You need to create a
great first impression
and focus on the rooms
themselves. You will
notice that the first
things you see in each
room are personal items.
Where possible you want
to create the look of a

them into things you want
to keep and things you
want to get rid of. You may
even find that you have
collected a cupboard full
of paper work. Get yourself
organised! Don’t just throw
it all away, but file it and

go through it thoroughly.
This will also make it easier
when you move.

De-personalising can also
be a great way to de-
clutter. Too many personal
effects can be distracting
to buyers. They want

to see a house in which
they can make their own
memories rather than
seeing yours. Again,
personal items can be
stored away. Remember

“ Where possible you want to create the look
of a lifestyle that the potential buyers want , ,

lifestyle that the potential
buyer want. This usually
has a ‘show home’ feel,
rather than a ‘lived in’ feel.
Minimising your things is
the quickest way to do
this: you want to ensure
that potential buyers can
do simple things, like,
open any doors easily,
ensuring that there are no
obstacles.

So, what do we mean by
clutter? There are two
types: genuine clutter, and
items that you want to
keep but don’t work for
the sale of your property.

Genuine Clutter:

You need to go through
the space and sort out
each item, categorising

You also want to focus

on little things like DVDs,
books and trinkets. These
items may have some
small value so sell them
or donate them to charity.
Get rid of any old shoes
and coats that are lying
about in your porch

or hallway. You might
want to hide away the
coats and shoes you do
currently wear. Store them
in your wardrobe, while
you have viewings.

Items that you want to keep
but don't work for the sale of
your property:

You may want to consider
putting some items in
storage while you sell
your home. Sometimes
items are too large or
even too small for some
spaces and can make

the room look odd. If

you want to keep these
particular items, then
store them until you move
into your new home.

that this is only a
temporary way of living
and hopefully it won’t be
for long! If you find you
are keeping more things
than you are throwing
out, then think about
whether or not it’s in the
right room or do you even
need it now?

As previously mentioned,
you can attempt to sell
some of the things you
have acquired over the
years. Use sites like eBay,
Gumtree and social
networking sites to try
and sell items. You may
want to even hold a house
sale for the remaining
items that you can’t sell.
Failing that, why not
donate to charity.

The end goal is still the
same and it's important
to help potential buyers
envision your house as
theirs. So remember, de-
cluttering will make your
home more spacious and
entice potential buyers!

Top Tips!

If you are throwing
away paperwork,
shred anything that
is confidential

De-clutter before
agents come and

take photos of your
property. This will help
attract more potential
viewers online and

get that first good
impression

Don’t spend too long
on certain items and
don’t get distracted.
Keep yourself
motivated and race
against the clock!

Make it fun! Play some
music or watch TV
while you de-clutter




conveyancing process

nce a sale has been agreed
and is in the hands of
your solicitor, it will
go through the following stages.
Sometimes additional work will
be needed — for example, if the
property is leasehold or is yet to be
registered with the Land Registry.
It is also important for buyers to
discuss the availability of their
deposit with their solicitor early
in the transaction, and we strongly
recommend that you contact your
solicitor regularly so that they can
keep you fully up-to-date with the
progress and the latest timescales.

Seller’s solicitor’s steps

= Obtain a copy of the Title Deeds (or
office copies if the title is registered)

= Obtain a copy of the Energy
Performance Certificate (EPC) (if
applicable)

The seller(s) will return a completed
Property Information Form and a
Fixtures, Fittings and Contents Form to
the solicitors

Copies of the above documents, plus
a draft contract — this is known as an
‘Information Pack’ — will be sent to
the buyer’s solicitor

Answer the buyer’s solicitor’s
additional enquiries (for example,
specific questions about fixtures and
fittings) and obtain copies of any
planning consent documents

- Agree the contract and arrange for the

sellers to sign it in readiness of the
exchange (below)

All parties agree completion dates and
the contracts are exchanged

Between exchange and
completion

Obtain redemption figures from
the mortgage lender and reply to
requisitions on title

Approve the transfer and arrange for
the seller(s) and buyer(s) to sign

Receive the agent’s fee account and
seek the seller’s consent to settle this
out of completion funds

Completion date

This is the date the ownership of the
property passes from the seller to the
buyer, and it follows the successful
transfer of funds. It’s the date that the
whole process works towards.

Upon completion

°

Receive completion funds and (only
when this has been completed)
instruct your estate agent to

release the keys to buyers. Redeem
mortgage and forward the financial
statement. Forward any surplus funds
(unless these are being used to fund
an onward purchase). Ensure all
outstanding bills are paid

Forward transfer documents and
deeds to the buyer’s solicitors

Forward evidence of ‘discharge of
mortgage’ to the buyer’s solicitors



Buyer’s solicitor’s steps
 Obtain the Information Pack, including a copy of

the EPC (if applicable) from the sellers’ solicitor and
raise any additional queries

Initiate any specialist searches (for example: a coal
search). Submit local, environmental and water
searches and a chancel check. This takes about 10
working days in total, and enquiries are then usually
raised from the results

Approve the contract when all enquiries are
satisfactory and complete. (At this stage, a mortgage
transfer deed will need to be signed and witnessed)

Receive a mortgage offer and instructions from
the lender and deal with any conditions set out
by them. Make sure that life cover and buildings
insurance is being arranged

Request the deposit, report back to the buyer, and
arrange for the contract to be signed. Place buildings
insurance and life cover in force

All parties agree completion dates and the contracts
are exchanged

Between exchange and completion

= Raise ‘requisitions on title’ and prepare the draft
transfer deed

Report on title to mortgage lender and obtain
funds for completion, including Stamp Duty (if
appropriate)

Prepare accounts, obtain signature to mortgage
deed and undertake final Land Registry and Land
Charges searches

Completion date

This is the date the ownership of the property
passes from the seller to the buyer, and it follows
the successful transfer of funds. It's the date that the
whole process works towards.

Upon Completion

« Forward to the seller’s solicitors the balance of
funds - it is only then that they can authorise
the release of the keys. Receive from the seller’s
solicitors, the transfer document deeds

= Stamp the Transfer Deed, register the buyer’s
ownership with the Land Registry and forward the
deeds to the lender or client (where appropriate)
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. irst of all, congratulations on your

" “From meter readings to removal companies, there’s e new homel The excitement has
so much to remember when moving house. Here’s probably now kicked in but moving

our checklist of what to do and when home can also be one of the most stressful

| and emotionally draining things you can
do. However, careful organisation and
planning can help decrease the stress and
anxiety of moving. This comprehensive
and essential checklist will help you do
just that.

Ideally, you want to start packing away any
non-essential items as early as possible.
This includes any items stored away in the
loft, garage and shed. If you are not using
it, pack it. Looking into your new area is
also important, try to do this around eight
weeks before you move. You might need
to think about transferring your children
to different schools and ordering new
uniforms too. At this point, ensure you
are also documenting all your important
information away: that includes contact
details, dates, contracts and information
regarding your solicitor.

Now would be the perfect time to decide
on a local removal company. Or if you
don’'t have too much to move, you may
want to do it yourself. You could even look
into different van hire companies. At this
point you've probably started packing
away some bits, but if there is anything
you decide not to take, then look into
selling these items or donating them to
charity. This will also give you an idea on
the volume of items you have to move.

This would be a good time for you to
notify utility companies and inform them
about your move to switch over. This
includes gas and electricity, council tax,
internet, phone rental and TV. You should
also consider changing any car insurance,
tax, memberships, phone contracts and
inform your bank about the move. Now'’s
the time to also arrange a date to have
your new house cleaned before you move

ey,
e

The buyers of our homes receive their very own property website to share via




‘ ‘ It will be worth packing a night bag each to
help everyone settle in, which means you
won't have to rummage through everything to , ,
find your toothbrush!

in, and start ordering any new furnishings
for your new property. Start packing away
more items, that being, out of season
clothes, books, dvd's and even bulky
items, like TV'’s that aren’t used often.

Confirm your move with your removal
company or van hire, estate agents
and schools. If possible, try to organise
someone to look after your pets and
children for the day of your move, as
this can also be a stressful time for them
too. If your removal company doesn’t
disassemble any furniture or sort out the
un-plumbing for the washing machine,
then now would be the ideal time to
organise these. Remember to also cancel
any local services you receive: this could
be window cleaners, gardeners and
newspaper deliveries. You should now
also think about re-registering to vote
and getting your post re-directed after
your moving date. Continue packing away
more furnishings, kitchen appliances and
crockery that you won't be using for the
next couple of weeks.

You now have only 24 hours before you
move, so double check that everything is
packed away and ready for transit. It will
be worth packing a night bag each to help
everyone settle in, which means you won’t
have to rummage through everything to
find your toothbrush! You may want to
create an inventory of your boxes and

furniture to help you keep track of what
you have and to help you ensure it doesn’t
go mMissing.

Today is the day! You need to be ready
for when your removal company comes.
Ensure that you let them know if there
are any fragile boxes that need extra care
when handling. If you're moving yourself,
then pack up your car or van and work
out how many trips it may take. Before
you leave, also take note of your final
meter readings and send these off to your
provider. Don’t forget to leave your keys
for the new owners!

Give your removal company instructions
of which boxes go in which rooms and
make sure you are happy with everything
that has arrived. Ensure you check for
any damage before the movers leave.
Read your new utility meters and send
your readings of to your supplier. Taking
photos of them will also ensure you have
the correct reading if you need them again
in the future. Unpack your essentials such
as bed linen and clean towels. Don’t worry
about the rest, it isn't going anywhere!
Order a takeaway, have a cup of tea and
enjoy your first night with your family.

Right, so now you're all moved in, it’s time
to settle down, unpack and enjoy your new
place. Remember, planning is essential to
ensure your move runs stress free.

social media with its address and personal message!

Checklist

Eight weeks
E] Pack non-essential items

E] Research your new area (transfer
schools and order new uniform)

D Keep all important documents

Six weeks

E] Decide on a local removal company
D Clear out any unwanted items

D Keep packing

Four weeks

D Notify utility companies

E] Start preparation for your new house
D Keep packing

Two weeks

D Finalise all details

D Organise pet and child care
D Cancel local services

E] Keep packing

24 hours

D Check every room and ensure
everything is packed

Pack a night bag so everything is
to hand

Collect your new keys

LI [

Make sure your phone is fully charged
SO you can get in touch with the
estate agents or removal company

Moving in

D Prepare for the arrival of the removal
company and give them directions/
your contact details

D Ensure everything is ready to move
D Record meter readings

On arrival

E] Give removal company instructions
of what goes where

D Check for any damage before
they leave

E] Read your new utility meters and
send them off to your supplier

[] Check if the previous owners have
left anything behind

E] Unpack essentials

E] Order a takeaway and sit back
and relax!



Want to treat yourself to a proper removal company for

your next move or are you prepared to do it yourself

Removal company
or brave it yourself?

You also won't have to
worry about the
exhausting physical

side of things, that
being carrying boxes
back and forth

ou’re excited about your new
Yhome and location but the

process of packing, organising
and actually moving all of your items
is something no-one really ever looks
forward to. Not only that but you also
have to contact utility companies,
maintain a job, keep your children
happy and clean your entire house.
You do have super powers, right?

Removal companies

Unless you live in a small property or
flat, it could be worth hiring a
professional removal company to help
relieve some of the stress on the day.
They have many skills and experience
and some of the services they can
provide include packing and

unpacking, dismantling and
assembling furniture, loading your
belongings quickly and securely,
including those fragile and specialist
items. They can even supply you with
packing materials.

Hiring a removal company will also
allow you the time to collect the keys
to your new home. You also won't
have to worry about the exhausting
physical side of things, that being
carrying boxes back and forth. Some
services are great if you don't have
much time to plan and get these
done yourself; however these do often
come at a premium and may not be
suitable for those on a budget.

When choosing a removal company



its key to look at those which have
good recommendations and reviews,
as you need a company you can rely
on. You can use comparison sites,
such as comparemymove.com and
reallymoving.com, to help find you
the best deals.

Getting quotes

You should aim to get at least three
quotes from removal companies,
preferably from firms which will come
out to your property rather than those
who just estimate the cost over the
phone, as you don’t want any nasty
charges later on. Plus it will give the
company an accurate idea of any
restricted areas in your home, if they
can park a van or lorry, and how many

items you have. You should also ask
for the price to be broken down so
you can see just how much you are
paying for when it comes to certain
aspects like insurance, packing, an
hourly rate, mileage and any
storage costs.

Once you have found a removal
company, it can be useful to send
them a briefing sheet that includes
information about any items which
need to be specially packed, any
difficult or large items, plus any
carpets and curtains which need
moving. Finally, it can also be
helpful to send them a floor plan
of the new property so they can
unload efficiently.

Top tips for packing

When packing, ensure you don't
overload your boxes with heavy items, as
these will be difficult to lift and could
cause a back injury.

Fill any empty gaps using old newspaper,
clothing, socks or even tea towels. This
will help secure any items when they are
being moved.

Create an inventory and label all your
boxes and write the contents on each
box with a marker. That way you will
know which room each box is to go in.
And if you are super organised, you could
even colour code each room!

Pack heavier boxes on the bottom. This
might seem like common sense but it
will ensure that any of your fragile items
won't break.

Pack a survival box. These are the things
that you will need first and should
include paper towels, bin bags, cutlery,
the kettle, some mugs, tea, coffee, milk,
sugar and finally, some toilet paper!



